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ACT Election for People with a Disability
By Graham Downie
A range of options for voting by people with a disability will be available for the ACT Legislative Assembly election in October.
We will do our best to keep you informed of any changes, should they occur, to the following information.
From Tuesday, October 8, all electors may receive assistance at any of the 10 pre-polling centres from a family member, friend, carer or polling official to cast their votes. Officials will be identified by green vests. People with a vision impairment who prefer complete confidentiality may vote using a computer at any of the 10 pre-polling centres, by telephone, using a telephone keypad, or with a postal vote.
Voting in the election is compulsory for ACT residents on the electoral roll and people may be fined for not voting. You can check online, www.elections.act.gov.au to enrol or to update your enrolment. Search for the enrolment link. 

Postal Voting
Applications for postal votes may be lodged online at: 
Telephone: 6205 0033. Ballot papers will be sent from September 30, or: https://forms.act.gov.au/smartforms/servlet/SmartForm.html?formCode=1071 
Telephone Voting
Registration for telephone voting will be available from 9am, Tuesday October 8 and will close at 4pm, Saturday October 19. 
To register, phone the Elections ACT telephone voting hotline, 1800 875 118, Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm. Friday October 18 from 9am to 8pm and Saturday October 19 from 7am to 4pm.
Press 1 to register and provide the officer with your details. You will choose a five-digit PIN which cannot be reissued. If you forget your PIN you will have to apply for a postal vote or go to an early voting centre or polling place. A unique seven-digit voting token number will be sent to you by text and/or email. This number is used with your five-digit PIN for secure access to the telephone voting service.
Allow about an hour before phoning the telephone voting hotline on 1800 875 118. Select 2 to learn how to cast your vote using the telephone keypad. Then, select 3 to vote and enter your five-digit PIN and seven-digit token. If confirmed, you will be directed to the ballot paper. Having voted, you confirm by re-entering your five-digit PIN.
If you need more help with telephone voting, telephone Elections ACT on 6205 0033.

Early Voting Centres
All early voting centres will have electronic voting terminals which people who are blind or vision impaired and those who need to sit to vote can use. These terminals have headphones to deliver recorded audio instructions to guide blind or vision impaired electors through the voting process and a keypad to navigate the ballot paper so blind and vision impaired electors can vote secretly and independently. Voting at these terminals can be from the chair provided or a wheelchair.
Locations
From Tuesday October 8, early voting centres will open. They will be at:
•Belconnen Community Centre, Swanson Court, Belconnen
•Nicholls Community Centre, Nicholls District Playing Fields, Clarrie Hermes Drive Nicholls
•Canberra Museum and Gallery, 176 London Circuit Canberra City
•Ground Floor, 470 Northbourne Avenue, Dickson
•Gungahlin Enclosed Oval, Warwick Street, Gungahlin
•Holt Community Centre, 80 Beaurepaire Crescent Holt (at rear of building)
•17 Sidney Nolan Street, Conder (next to Aldi carpark)
•The Salvation Army, Corner Anketell & Reed Streets Greenway
•Weston Creek Community Centre, Whitney Place Weston
•Level 1, Shop 12, 30-33 Hibberson Street, Gungahlin Marketplace (above Big W)
•Manuka Oval, Manuka Circle, Manuka
•2 Bowes Street, Phillip
Opening Times for Early Voting Places

•Tuesday to Friday October 8-11: 10.30am to 6.30pm
•Saturday October 12: 9am to 5pm
•Monday to Thursday October 14-17: 10.30am to 6.30pm
•Friday October 18: 9am to 8pm
•Saturday October 19: 8am to 6pm

Hospitals and Nursing Homes 
You may check with your hospital or nursing home if a polling team will visit to take votes during the week before the election day. You can email: elections@act.gov.au or phone (02) 6205 0033 for times and locations of this service.

Low sensory voting centre
A low sensory voting centre for neurodiverse voters who may require a quieter, calmer environment will be at the Canberra Museum and Gallery, 176 London Circuit Canberra City.
The centre will be open from 10.30am to 6.30pm on weekdays from Tuesday October 8 to Thursday October 17. On Saturday October 12 open from 9am to 5pm. Friday October 18, open 10.30am to 8pm. And on October 19, 8am to 6pm.
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